Case Study on Authorship


Peter, a CHED scholar, is a doctoral student in chemistry and is an advisee of Dr. Badlong, from whom he gets a lot of ideas on what and how to do his planned dissertation. He got two other professors (Dr. Slow and Dr. Fast) as members of the advisory committee and one foreign external reader (Dr. Far). In the course of his research, he was able to discover a new transparent material with magnetic properties, with a lot of help from Dr. Badlong, and Dr. Fast. Dr. Far, being a foreign expert reviewed the work and agreed that it is something novel. However, Dr. Slow never contributed anything significant to the work, but expected to get a piece of the pie. The results got published in the International Journal of Materialism, an ISI journal with an impact factor of 2.1, with the help of Dr. Badlong, Dr. Fast and Dr. Far.

a) Who should be included in the authorship, in what order, and why?
b) If the invention gets patented, who should be the owner of the patent?

c) If the patent gets licensed and earned royalties, who should be receiving shares and in what proportion? Why?
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